Company History and backgrounder
Greene King has been brewing beer and operating pubs for over 200 years. Founded in 1799 by Benjamin Greene, it has grown steadily from its base in Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk to become a leading pub retailer and ale brewer in the south of England. 

It was Benjamin Greene who, in 1799, first laid the foundations of the company now known as Greene King when he moved to Bury St Edmunds to establish his own brewing business

In 1836 Benjamin Greene handed over the reins of the company to his son Edward Greene, who oversaw a major expansion and diversification of the company. The brewery workforce doubled to 50 people and output increased to 40,000 barrels a year by 1870. Although the brewery was cramped and the word hard, Edward Greene introduced benefits for his workforce which were practically unheard of elsewhere, including a pension scheme for elderly and infirm workers and new standards of houses for his workers. 

Meanwhile, Frederick King acquired the Maulkin’s Maltings and adjoining buildings in 1868 with a view to becoming a brewer, renaming them the St Edmunds brewery. However, competing with the neighbouring well-established Greene’s brewery was difficult and in 1887 agreement was reached to amalgamate the two companies and form Greene, King and Sons. It became one of the largest country breweries in England and owner of 148 public houses. 

As the old century closed and World War loomed, social and economic changes swiftly followed by The Temperance Movement. But a revival occurred during the 1920s and 1930s, when new pubs were built and bottled beer became extremely popular. In 1938, the company opened a long-awaited new brewhouse, in time to meet the war-time demands of Allied servicemen based in East Anglia and since the war the expansion has continued, with several smaller neighbours being acquired over the years. More recent acquisitions have included the Marston's southern estate, Morland, Old English Inns and The Belhaven Group plc
Greene King’s infrastructure

Greene King's businesses, Pub Company, Pub Partners and Brewing Company, each have a major role to play within the Greene King estate. Below is a brief outline of each of them. 

Pub Company

This is the managed house division of Greene King, which encompasses both Old English Inns and Hungry Horse. It's now the third-fastest-growing managed pub business in the UK. 

Pub Partners

This is the division involved with the running of Greene King's tenanted and leased pubs. From an idyllic back road to the bustle of a city centre high street, Greene King's Tenancy & Leasing division has it all. 

Brewing Company

This is the division responsible for the marketing, sales, production and distribution of Greene King's quality range of ales and beers, including four of the country's best-known cask brands - Greene King IPA, Abbot Ale, Old Speckled Hen and Ruddles County. 



For more information on Greene King Group Plc please visit the website www.greeneking.co.uk
