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11 February 2009
Greene King IPA shows bite with Sale Sharks deal
Official Beer of England Rugby extends presence in rugby union
For immediate release: Greene King IPA, the Official Beer of England Rugby and Harlequins, has further bolstered its position as one of the leading supporters of English rugby by becoming the Official Beer of Sale Sharks.
Despite a difficult trading environment, Greene King IPA is continuing to invest in the sport and the deal with Sale Sharks as an excellent way of increasing the profile of the nation’s favourite cask ale in the north of England.
Greene King IPA has become synonymous with rugby union in the past few years with a raft of sponsorships that see it supporting the sport from grassroots through to the international game. As well as being the Official Beer of England Rugby, it has a similar sponsorship deal in place with Premiership club Harlequins.
Beyond this, it has a partnership with Wasps, England and British and Irish Lions legend Lawrence Dallaglio, it sponsors all of talkSPORT’s rugby union output, including the weekly show ‘Rucking all over the World’ and is engaging grassroots clubs with its innovative Official Beer Training Gear campaign.
As part of the deal, Greene King IPA will receive significant branding around the stadium including pitch-side boards and branding on grandstands. The partnership will further increase the brand’s ability to reach rugby union fans, many of whom are real ale drinkers.
Fiona Hope, marketing director of the Greene King Brewing Company said, “We are delighted to announce a partnership with Sale Sharks that will further cement the Greene King IPA brand’s position at the heart of rugby. There is a natural affinity between supporting rugby and drinking cask ale and the north of England represents a considerable opportunity in this category. The sponsorship deal perfectly complements the brand’s position as the Official Beer of England Rugby and we look forward to activating this partnership over the coming seasons.”
- Ends -

For more information on Greene King IPA, please contact:

Pieter Graham

Four Sports, Arts and Sponsorship

pieter.graham@fourcommunications.com 

0870 626 0843

07780 960 260

Or visit: www.greenekingipa.co.uk
Note to editors:

Greene King pubs are Official Supporters Pubs of England Rugby and Greene King IPA is available at each of the bars at Twickenham Stadium, the home of England Rugby, including the Rose & Crown pub in the famous West Car Park. Greene King IPA is also the Official Beer of Harlequins.

Greene King IPA (3.6% ABV) is a great tasting beer, characterised by its fresh, hoppy taste and clean, bitter finish.

Despite the simplicity of the ingredients – barley, water, yeast and hops – it's in the creation of the recipe that the skill of the master brewer lies. And here's the real secret of our success. We can turn those basic ingredients into some of the best cask beers available today – each with its own individual flavour, aroma, colour and characteristics.

