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Sharks Ben Cohen and Charlie Hodgson raise their glasses to fans with Greene King IPA 

Last night fans from across the North West joined Sharks players Ben Cohen and Charlie Hodgson for a pint of Greene King IPA , courtesy of the club’s official beer sponsor, at one of the team’s local pubs, The Governors House in Cheadle Hulme.

The lucky Sharks fans won their invitation to the pub through a Greene King IPA competition in the Manchester Evening News. The official beer of Sale Sharks gave winning fans the opportunity to put their burning Sharks questions to the Sharks duo, as well as get the players thoughts on England’s current performance in this autumn’s Investec Challenge Series. Following the hour long question and answer session Ben and Charlie met fans individually for photos and to sign autographs. 

Greene King IPA has enjoyed an excellent relationship with Sale Sharks since coming on as the club’s official beer last season, recently opening the ‘Shark Tank’ – a match day pub at Edgeley Park serving Greene King IPA to fans before games.

Ben Cohen, Sale Shark Winger said “We’re very lucky to have some of the best supporters in the premiership and it was great to get the opportunity to meet some of them tonight. This evening has given us all the chance to give something back to the fans that have established themselves as our 16th man over recent seasons, as well as enjoying a pint of Greene King IPA with them, something we don’t often get the chance to do!”

Keith Ironside, Marketing Manager for Greene King IPA said, “It’s not every day you find a couple of premiership and international rugby players in your local pub. As official beer of Sale Sharks it’s great that Greene King IPA has been able to bring Ben Cohen and Charlie Hodgson down to the Governors House tonight to meet and chat with fans away from the pitch ahead of both the England and Sale match this weekend.”

Fans raised their pint glasses to the evening too. Sale Sharks season ticket holder, Michael Earley said, “As a lifelong Sale Sharks fans it was great to meet Ben and Charlie.  I actually played for the Sale 1st xv when I was younger so have some understanding of the pressures these players are under. For them to give up their time to come and meet fans for a beer and a chat was a great privilege.”

Fans that didn’t get the opportunity to attend can view video footage from the night and stand the chance to win more Sale Sharks prizes at www.greenekingipa.co.uk
Drink sensibly. Please take as much care enjoying Greene King IPA as we do brewing it

ENDS

For more information on Greene King IPA, please contact:

Freddie Sassoon

freddie.sassoon@fourcommunications.com   
0870 626 9912 / 07789 255 794

For more information on Sale Sharks, please contact:

Dave Swanton

dave.swanton@salesharks.com
0161 286 8888 / 07702 906 250

About Greene King IPA and English Rugby:

Greene King IPA is the Official Beer of England Rugby and supporter of the game from grassroots through to international levels. Brewed in Bury St Edmunds, Greene King IPA is truly a national brand with a regional heart and a multi-award winning brew of unrivalled quality and provenance. 

Currently in its second year partnership with Sale Sharks, Greene King IPA is committed to increasing its involvement in rugby by working with England captain and British & Irish Lion Lawrence Dallaglio who is now an ambassador for the Official Beer of England Rugby. In addition, Greene King IPA is also the new Official Beer of the London Wasps and remains the Official Beer of the Harlequins. 

Through its association with the RFU, Greene King IPA is also a major fixture at Twickenham, the Home of England Rugby. Fans are able to enjoy their favourite beer from a dedicated Greene King IPA cask bar, the Rose and Crown, in Twickenham’s West car park, and throughout the rest of the famous stadium.

About Greene King IPA:

Greene King IPA (3.6% ABV) is a great tasting beer, characterised by its fresh, hoppy taste and clean, bitter finish.

Despite the simplicity of the ingredients – barley, water, yeast and hops – it's in the creation of the recipe that the skill of the master brewer lies. And here's the real secret of our success. We can turn those basic ingredients into some of the best cask beers available today – each with its own individual flavour, aroma, colour and characteristics. www.greenekingipa.co.uk 


